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We Are Ready for Our Forever 
Homes...

Please come meet us. We know 
that one of us is just the perfect 
addition for your family...
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Our mission is to provide senior, large breed dogs, seven years or older, a safe and 
loving home with personal attention, healthy food, medical care, and exercise.

Lily’s Legacy in the News...

Read all about it! Petaluma’s 
Argus-Courier has published a 
great article on Lily’s Legacy... 
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Happy Rescued Tails...

Nothing is better than seeing 
the smiles and wagging tails of 
pups that often came to us in 
deep distress and poor 
health...

Page 4

   Newsletter	  Summer 2013
Volunteer to Become One of 
Lily’s “Angels”...

Volunteers are the backbone 
of our sanctuary. Without Lily’s 
wonderful “Angels” we would 
not be able to help these 
deserving senior pups... 
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Found wandering and alone, Lily, a 12-year-old Golden Retriever in very 
poor health, was languishing in a large pen at the Sonoma County 
Animal Shelter for nearly a month before Alice Mayn met her and 
instantly knew she had to rescue her.

Suffering from a nasal infection and a tumor on one eyelid, Lily's next few 
months involved surgery and treatment for her ailments, which later 
included canine bloat and a blood disorder. Through it all, Lily was a 
gentle, trusting and loving dog that quickly won the hearts of Mayn and 
her family members. Unfortunately, Lily's health continued to decline, and 
she died at home just a few months later.

“Prior to Lily, I did volunteer work for rescue dog groups,” said Mayn. “I 
was involved with foster care and doing home visits. It was in the fall of 
2007 that I rescued Lily. We only had her for four months, but in my heart 
it's like we had her ever since she was a puppy. She was an angel of a 
dog.”

Lily's passing inspired Mayn to do something to help other older, large-
breed dogs that often end up abandoned or displaced for various 
reasons. According to Mayn, larger, older dogs are difficult to find homes 
for, and often animal shelters have no other choice but to euthanize 
them.

“When Lily passed away, the message I got from her was that, 'there's a 
lot more dogs out there like me and they need help, too.' Senior large-
breed dogs are the hardest ones to adopt out, and in most cases they 
don't make it into the adoption queue,” said Mayn. “It's not the fault of 
the shelters, which are overworked and overrun with dogs.” (Cont.)

We’re in the News!!!
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 “Waiting for a forever home” (Cont.)
“They have to adopt out the ones they can, and usually it's the smaller, less costly 
ones veterinarian-wise that find homes.”

Mayn founded Lily's Legacy senior dog sanctuary in 
Marin County a few years ago, and moved the 
organization to Petaluma last August. Lily's Legacy 
provides a home for senior, large-breed dogs until 
they are adopted or until they pass on.

“Over the years I've developed a relationship with 
many of the local shelters, so the volunteers call me 
when they have an adoptable dog they know won't 
be leaving the shelter,” she said. “We get a lot of 
surrendered dogs, too.”

Mayn said that many larger dogs are surrendered to shelters due to health problems 
the owners can't afford to pay for. Other dogs outlive their owners and have no 
place to go except to the local animal shelter.

Lily's Legacy is currently licensed through Sonoma County to keep up to 10 dogs at 
the sanctuary, while other rescues are kept in foster homes until space is available. 
The organization's goal is to be able to house 20 to 25 dogs at a time, and rescue a 
minimum of 150 dogs per year. The resident dogs get to live in rooms, each with its 
own direct outside access in a fenced area specifically for the dog or dogs assigned 
to each room. 

  “We have a three-car garage that we converted into 
rooms, which open to the runs at the back of the house,” 
she said. “We have a big exercise field behind the yard in 
the back.”The sanctuary also has an isolation area where 
ill dogs can be separated from the healthy ones.

“It's a 24-7 operation,” said Mayn. “We are 100 percent 
volunteer run. Nobody gets a paycheck. We do what we 
do entirely through fundraising and donation. We have a 
team of veterinarians who give us very good discounts 
and often are able to get medications donated.”

While all the dogs at Lily's Legacy are welcome to live out 
the rest of their days at the sanctuary, the ultimate goal 
Mayn said is to find forever homes for each one.
“The nice part about adopting an older dog is that in most 
cases you don't have to train them as much as you would a puppy,” she said. “In a 
lot of ways the behavior and training aspects are much easier to deal with.”

The process for adopting a dog from Lily's Legacy includes filling out an application 
and undergoing a home visit to ensure the dog is going to a good home.
“The goal is to give these dogs a good end of life experience, whether it's here or in 
a home,” said Mayn. “We're very careful about who we adopt out to.”

Mayn said that they adopt out about 85 percent of their 
dogs. “The ones we don't usually have significant health 
issues, but even some of the healthier ones don't get 
adopted right away,” she said. “We had a 15-year-old 
English Pointer here for about eight months before she found 
a home. It was hard to say goodbye, but she was going to a 
good home.”    

  To help raise funds to care for residents of Lily's Legacy, 
Petaluma musician Steve Seskin will be performing a benefit 
concert with fellow musicians Julia Sinclair and Liz Longley at 

1 p.m. on Sunday, June 2. “It warms your heart and breaks your heart to see these 
dogs and to see what they do at Lily's Legacy,” said Seskin. “They do this all on 
donated time.”

“There is a lot of sadness when you think about what these dogs have been through 
and that they don't have much time left,” said Mayn. “The other side of the coin is 
that it's wonderful to see the right dog go to the right family to enjoy the time they do 
have left in their forever home.”

Thanks to the Petaluma Argus-Courier © for permission to reprint this article.

A Message from the Founder
We are having such fun in our  new home. The 
dogs have lots of room  to run and play and 
we have been blessed with a wonderful and 
growing team  of volunteers who bring 
expertise of many kinds to help us build our 
sanctuary. We were recently able to add a 
covered exercise and training area (to protect 

the old pups in wet  or  hot  weather)  in our 
back field. It  will also be used for  outdoor 
events and we tested it  out  on June 2 with a 
fun and successful “Music for  Mutts” afternoon 
fundraiser.

O u r  g u e s t s 
enjoyed terrific 
music by Steve 
Sesk in , Ju l ia 
Sinclair  and Liz 
L o n g l e y . A 
great  time was 
had by two 
and four footed creatures alike!

It  is  because of the kindness  and caring that 
each and everyone of you has shown (and 
we hope will be able to show in the future), 
that  we are able to continue our commitment 
to give these needy seniors  the love and care 

they so deserve. 
Every penny you 
give, every hour 
you volunteer, 
every person you 
share us  with, 
e n s u r e s t h a t 
many more tails 
w i l l b e k e p t 

wagging. We need your  help more than ever 
to expand our  facility. From  all of us at  Lily’s 
Legacy, bless you for caring.       - Alice Mayn

Volunteer to Become One of Lily’s 
“Angels”...

Our volunteers, Lily’s “Angels”,  are the life 
b lood of our sanctuary . . . loved and 
appreciated beyond measure. As Lily’s 
Legacy grows, we need more and more help, 
both on and off site.
 If you have an interest in joining our team, 
please let us know your areas of interest.

Lily’s Legacy Senior Dog Sanctuary  is  a 100% 
volunteer organization. Please join our team 
and help us save these wonderful old pups!!!
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Happy Rescued Tails...
From Emma’s New Mom...
Emma came home 4 months ago.  She  
wouldn't mind if I  told you she is hilarious, 
independent, and pushy.   She would turn 
her nose up if I  told you she is an inspiration 
(she thinks she's  just a regular girl), but  she 
is.  Though her ailments are many,  she lives 
each day  with grace. I thought I  would 
share a few  things she has  taught me in the 
last 4 months.

1. Get lots of sleep
2. Don't let  your aches 
and pains define your 
life.   Ignore them as 
much as possible and 
focus on the good 
things.
3. Stay active and 
enjoy  the outdoors, 
even if your body 
may not feel like it.
4. Treat  everyone you 
m e e t l i k e a n o l d 

friend. Being happy and friendly  to people 
pretty  much forces  them to be happy  and 
friendly back.
6. It  doesn't  matter if you are bowed, 
boney,  wrinkled, have warts & one eyelid 
hanging half shut..... if you feel beautiful, 
you are beautiful.
7.   Don't be afraid to ask for what you 
want.
8.   Best  friends often come in surprising 
packages. Emma doesn't  like to be jostled, 
because her legs are very  unstable. I 
figured that Gunner,  the 4 year old active, 
neighbor Lab, should be avoided.  Wrong.  
Gunner, seemed to know  what  Emma 

needed and he stands perfectly  still while 
she prances around him.   Then he very 
gently  nuzzles her, making sure not  to tip 
her over.  They love each other.  Go figure.
9.  Don't  be afraid to embrace your inner 
quirkiness.  Perfect is boring.
10.  It  only  takes minutes to fall in love.  Do it 
as often as possible.
I'm grateful Emma has found her way 
home.

From Tappi & Cocoa’s New Mom...
Cocoa came home with us in May, bright 
eyed and needing LOTS of attention.  I  was 
so warmed by  her sweet  face, happy 
temperament and her very  eager need for 
affection.  I  knew  she would be a good 
companion for our family  and for Tappi, the 
sweet boy  we adopted from Lily's Legacy 
back in March. She immediately  cozied up 
to our two young sons, nudging them  for 
hugs and belly  rubs.   Cocoa is such a well 
behaved girl & fit  right into our routines. 

Tappi, our very 
laid back & 
e a s y  g o i n g 
guy, was a bit 
apprehensive 
a b o u t  t h i s 
e n e r g e t i c , 
s o m e w h a t 
pushy girl who 
kept  nudging 
him out of his 
comfy naps to 

play  with her, but Cocoa is not  to be 
ignored. She nudged him and brought  him 
tennis balls until she worked her way  right 
i n to h i s hear t  too . Now  they  a re 
inseparable. Cocoa's big personality is a 

joy, she loves  to cuddle and play  and 
keeps us very  busy playing fetch with  her 
toy  ducks and entertaining us.  With his 
gentle and loving spirit, Tappi maintains a 
very  calming and peaceful vibe in the 
house.  We are eagerly  looking forward to a 
summer of adventures with our happy  little 
dog duet!

From Liberty & Millie’s New Family...
Liberty  and Millie started out  as our foster 
dogs. With two large dogs already, we had 
not anticipated adding more canine family 
members. However, this happy, lively and 
affectionate mother-daughter team 
immediately  stole our hearts, and planted 

themselves 
on our laps 
and at our 
feet  as i f 
t h e y  h a d 
been there 
a l l t h e i r 
lives.   Our 
two golden 
retrievers (a 

mother and 
son)  welcomed them warmly, and proved 
to be pushovers when it  came to who got 
the couch.  The two doggie pairs now  share 
playing,  cuddling and face-licking duties, 
and enjoy  hiking, swimming and the 
occasional trip to the beach together. 
Adoring them, we had wanted the best 
home for Liberty  and Millie,  but  in the end 
we realized that  they  wanted to stay  right 
where they were. And it turned out  that  our 
little ‘pack’ was incomplete without our 
sweet girls!

We Are Ready for Our 
Forever Homes...

Striker is  a beautiful 7-year-old Belgian 
Shepherd / Flat-coated Retriever mix  who 
has boundless energy and will chase a ball 
as long as you will throw it.

With his sweet 
smile and shiny 
coat, if you met 
him, you would 
not  be able to 
resist  Striker! He is 
7 years old at 
the most, and 
seems younger 
t h a n w e ' v e 
been told. He is 
a playful boy, 
and behaves 
like a five year-
old dog. He was 
diagnosed with 
heartworm, but 

he has completed his treatment, and is 
now  very   healthy. He is great fun to be 
with and a great  choice for any  active 
family.

        ****************************
Harley is a 10-year-old yellow  Lab with 
about  the cutest  face we've ever seen. He 
was surrendered by  his owners who loved 
him but faced personal difficulties  that 
prevented them from keeping him.

 
Harley  is  a happy, 
healthy, and sweet 
boy. He is  wel l-
m a n n e r e d a n d 
g e t s a l o n g 
beaut i fu l l y  w i th 
people and dogs 
alike.  He gives lots 
of kisses  and will 
m a k e a v e r y 
d e v o t e d 
companion. We 
can't  say  enough 

about  this all-around great  guy with the 
adorable face!

        ****************************
Kira is a sweet, loving 8-year-old Lab mix 
who just  wants to play and be loved. She 
enjoys going for walks, and is  easy-going 
on leash. 

However,  what 
she really  wants 
to do is  to play 
ball. She is very  
q u i c k ,  a g i l e , 
and ath let ic , 
and would be 
great at any 
doggie-sport. 

Kira is  a cuddler 
too.   She i s 

gentle and polite, and good with kids too, 
but would probably  do best in a home with 
older children. Kira is waiting for her forever 
home tail-a-wagging!
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We’re looking for our 

forever homes too!

Can you help us?

Daisy- Adopted January 2013 Hanging out in the pasture at Lily’s Legacy. Laney- Adopted February 2013

    All of us thank you and wish you a fun summer !
Our Board of Directors includes Alice Mayn, Founder and Executive Director; Laurel Stanley, Lawyer; Allison 
McLanahan; Aaron Wentzell, DVM; and Marc Korody.  All of us -- and all of the dogs -- thank you wholeheartedly 
for lending a hand to our efforts and helping us save the old dogs and give them the love and care they deserve!
                                Contact: (415) 488-4984, lilyslegacysds@gmail.com, www.lilyslegacy.org

Lily’s Legacy Senior Dog Sanctuary is a 501(c)3 Non-profit Organization

         Gigi   Bonnie       

 How to Donate...
• By check in the enclosed envelope;
• By Visa or MasterCard - either with the enclosed 

authorization or on our secure website;
• By PayPal on our secure website:

www.lilyslegacy.org

AddieBelle Shelley

We’d love forever homes, too!!!
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